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JACKIE TICE GETS A SECOND SKIN WITH NEW CD

Produced by Grammy-winning Native American artist, Bill Miller, Second Skin is the newest outing by 1996 Kerrville New Folk Emerging Artist-winner, Jackie Tice.  Her first full-studio release in seven years, Tice steps up with ten songs spanning pop-rock, jazz and folk styles.  

Accompanied by such musical greats as Jamey Haddad, percussion (Paul Simon, Lenny Kravitz, Dave Liebman) and Pete Cummings, electric guitar (Willy Nelson, Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley) Tice’s lyrical story songs are framed masterfully by these sonic landscapers.  

Miller has this to say after working on Tice’s project, “ She writes songs with messages…hers is a voice that needs to be heard and her songs are as poetic as they are powerful. ''  The Lehigh Valley, PA resident has won many fans with her award-winning songwriting informed by the co-mingling of her mixed Native American and Old European ancestry.  Rootsy and expansive sounds and images reflect Tice’s songs inspired by “integration with the elements of nature.”  Several of these songs are direct descendents of her oil paintings, which, Tice says, “tell me their stories.”
The title cut, Second Skin, is a folk-pop anthem of rebirth – evolution and emergence – seated within the powerful percussive slips of Haddad, and vocally supported by fellow Kerrville winner and songwriting partner, William “Billy” Hall.  Trail of Tears, Tice’s self-proclaimed “Give Peace A Chance,” is power rock – the dueling electric guitars of Miller and Cummings – engaged in a tribal rhythmical pulse that breaks into Native chants from indigenous people of North America and Africa (Miller and Ghanaian-native, JC Sarpong).  

The comparatively naked The Window features one of Tice’s best vocal renderings on the album.  Borders playfully flirts as close to minor-modal Joni Mitchell-like jazz as Tice can get and still pull off an original song.  On this cut, Joshua Yudkin’s piano tastefully glides between Tice’s deft phrasing.  Human, with its U2-like rock-pop production, could very well be the single to watch on this record.  A slow standard in Tice’s live sets and featured on this record is the soul-bearing Wide Open, which Tice counts as one of her most important pieces of writing.  The only co-write (with Hall) on this CD, Coming Home, is a ballad conjuring visions of Tice’s favorite state, North Dakota, and the oft associated metaphorical longing that accompanies these vast plains.  The fretless bass harmony of Tony Dominic is hauntingly beautiful here.  Schizoid narcissism is the theme of a straight AAA-play, Medusa-Jane. Featuring Gary Rissmiller on drums, this is one of those perfect 3:30 songs every college radio station should be playing.  In These Bones, on the other hand, reckons with the adult-oriented issues of legacy and mortality, using the image of a wall of bronzed bison bones as a backdrop.  Finally, Thunder Moon gives Miller a chance to display his spirit-filled musicianship through his Native American flute playing, for which he won his 2005 Grammy Award.

Independently released at this time, on Tice’s own SajaRecords, Second Skin is available through the websites http://jackietice.com and http://cdbaby.com/cd/tice3 and live shows. 

Radio:
AAA: Second Skin (1), Trail of Tears (2), The Window (3) Human (5), Medusa Jane (8)

Americana:  Second Skin (1), Trail of Tears (2), Borders (4), Wide Open (6), Thunder Moon (10)
Folk/Singer/Songwriter: Second Skin (1), Trail of Tears (2), The Window (3), Borders (4), 

    Wide Open (6), Coming Home (7), In These Bones (9), Thunder Moon (10)

Rock/Pop: Second Skin (1), Trail of Tears (2), Human (5)
